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NOTICE. 
Proposals for a Corrected Translation of the Bible. 


These proposals, issued in our No. 46, have excited much 
interest, and we have therefore republished them in a separate 
form, praying our readers to circulate them with a view to 
assist the undertaking, and to obtain the names of subscribers, 
to be transmitted to the ‘‘ Office of the Anglo-Jewish Press, 
27, Camomile-street, London.” | 

We have received several highly interesting communications 
on the subject of these proposals. The manner in which pious 
Christians are responding to our appeal, is characteristic and 
gratifying. At some future time, we shall present a few ex- 
tracts to our readers, in confirmation of this opinion; mean- 
while, the encouragement afforded by these special communi- 
cations, is not without its uses; and all suggestions made in a 
proper spirit, will continue te be acceptable. To several 
querists, we recommend a careful perusal of the loose prospectus’ 
now in circulation, (as extracted from our No. 46 ;) two or three 
ag will there be found more clearly elucidated, and, as we 

Ope, satisfactorily. | 


IMPORTANT QUESTIONS ON SYNAGOGUE 
DISCIPLINE. | 


It would aprest that the Prussian government is contem- 
plating some legal regulation of the ecclesiastical affairs of its 
Jewish subjects : for certain questions have been addressed by 
the minister to several congregations. As these questions 
involve important principles of Judaism, as well as other prac- 
tical points, we give them in extenso. 
How is a Synagogue distinguished from mere houses of 
worship, and rooms of worship, (Beth Hamidrash,) with respect 
to regulation and purpose ? 
10W, according to Jewish religious views, may new con- 
pregations be constituted ?—Who may be regarded as a mem- 
t of the community, and what individuals have the right 
art congregational meetings, and on 
; isciplinary questions ?——How may membership and the 
right to vote be lost / 
r hat officers for the aawetion of religious observance 
ultus- Beamten) must there be in each congregation? Which 
of them are actually existing, particularly in such congregations 
as have no Synagogues ?—W hat are the functions in detail of those 
y wous officers ; particularly of the Rabbi?—What says the 
ewish law on this point, as well as on their appointment and 
pra ya and in what manner are such regulations actually 
_ Carried out ?—How is the Chief Rabbi distinguished in his offi- 


LL 


Cal capacity from ordinary Rabbis ?—What is the position of a 
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Rabbinical council, and how is it composed ?—What are the 
requisite qualifications of Rabbis, and of other officers for the 
regulation of religious observance ? 

4. What ritual offices may, according to the law, be performed 
by every congregational member, and what qualifications are 
necessary thereto ?—How is the performance of these offices 
actually arranged ? 

5. What does the Jewish law prescribe concerning the regu- 
lation and order of Divine service ?—W hat influence therein per- 
tains to the community, to the Elders, and to the Rabbis ; and 
how do these several influences actually operate ?—W hat is 
prescribed by the Jewish law, concerning the administration of 
congregational affairs in general; and particularly concerning 
the administration of property; and how are the expenses of re - 
ligious observance to be efrayed ? yd 

6, Is it legal, by Jewish law, for the Elders or Rabbis to exer- 
cise any general jurisdiction over any member of the congrega- 
tion ?—Is such actually still exercised ?—Is excommunication 
especially, still scicsted to; and if so, in what manner, and with 
what result? 

7. What is prescribed concerning the religious instruction of 
children ?—Does there take place a formal reception or initia- 
tion into the community, of such children as have finished at- 
tendance on religious instruction in schools; and what formalli- 
ties are eventually observed in connexion therewith ?—How 
especially, is religious instruction provided for the female sex ? 

8. What regulations, bearing on objects of religion and ‘reli- 


gious observance, are to be maintained, beyond those referring 


to synagogues and places of worship :—for instance, ablutions, 
dead-houses, wells, &c.,—and what is now the custom as to 
their maintenance and management ?—W hat incidentals are re- 
quisite for religious observance, and what is the actual arrange- 
ment as to such :—for instance referring to the placing of the 
candlesticks, the preservation and unrolling of the Torah, &c. ? 
—What is prescribed concerning the dress of the Rabbi, and 


other religious officials ; and have any innovations taken place 


in these matters ?—W hat innovations, generally speaking, have 
found their way into divine service ? 

9. What have been the tendencies of differences of opinion 
in religious matters in modern times ?—Have distinct parties 
been formed in consequence, and by what are they distin- 
guished ?—What influence have these parties on congrega- 
tional affairs, and on religious observance ?—W hat party has, 


by number and influence, the preponderance in most commu- 


nities in this province ? 

Other questions, referring to objects of a more local nature, 
are said to have been proposed by the same government to dif- 
ferent congregations.—All this, justifies the presumption, that 
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Prussia desires to resort to some sweeping measure in her legis- 
lation for Jews. | 

The very important bearing of these searching questions, 
cannot fail to strike the most superficial observer. That they 
have been addressed to scattered communities, might lead to 
results both conflicting and embarrassing, if the respective 
functionaries be either not already and habitually in corres- 
pondence, or else now roused to the necessity of an identity 
of views and objects, by this important es of an absolute 
government. Let us for a moment contemplate the probable 
effect if, even for statistical purposes only, some official body 
were to address such a schedule of queries to the various 
synagogues throughout Great Britain, and her dependencies. 
Not that we could apprehend any active interference in our 
religious economy rt the institutions of this empire, nor 
that we could brook such interference,—for without stopping 
to canvass whether, in later times, we have understood the 
duties and the privileges of self-government, one truth is clear, 
—that to be “ let alone,” in religious concerns, is the safest 
policy for Israel, in respect to their relations towards Gentiles. 
Still, it would be instructive and useful, that our Jewish readers 
should ask themselves—how these questions could be answered 
by the various communities to which they respectively belong ; 
and that every man of ordinary foresight, should reflect on the 
expediency of that immediate and efficient organization of our re- 
ligious affairs, and of other matters dependent thereon, to which 
the constitution of an enlightened and consistent spiritual 
guidance is an essential first step. 


IMPIETY OF REVILING: THE JEWS. 


A venerable friend of ours at Liverpool, sent up to us an ex- 
tract from the reported speech of the Rev. Hugh M‘Neile (de- 
livered for the Conversion Society in 1841), declaring it to be— 

‘“‘ scriptural truth, that every Jew, dying as a Jew, would. be 
utterly lost (!!)"—that ‘“‘they (the Jews) worshipped not the 
true God, but a being of their own imagination, without person- 
ality; and that they were, as the Unitarians were, édolaters (/ /)— 
if they were not, Christians were idolators.”’ 

Now, Mr. M‘Neile is a most prominent and zealous com- 
batant for the exclusive claims, here and hereafter, of an ultra 
party in the Anglican church: but the alternative of his proposi- 
tion—that if we Hae are not idolators, Christians (as such) are— 
is happily not so inevitable to our mind; and, moreover, his 
assumption of that position, renders the discussion of it, as in- 
volving the validity of Christianity, incompatible with the princi- 
ples laid down for the government of this Jewish organ. (Vide 
explanations of the 4th article of our plan, on the first page of 
our first number; and numerous recapitulations of our policy in 
subsequent numbers, down to the passages in the second col. of 
No. 43, vol. 2.) But, while we remain content merely to parry 
such thrusts, and even to restrain the ardour of our own parti- 
sans, it is peculiarly the duty of our Gentile “friends” to do 
service for Israel in these affairs, and to keep off, for their own 
sakes, as well as for the sacred cause, such guerilla attacks 
upon the camp of the Lord. We keep in remembrance, the 
volunteers who aspire to serve as auxiliaries of our host in the 
day which approaches; and for this special service we selected 
the amiable editress of the ‘‘ Christian peas Magazine,” both as 
one girded for prompt action, and as a personal friend and admirer 
of Mr. M‘Neile:—the commission was, therefore, a peaceful 
one ;——we are not permitted to do battle without a warning. 
Our missive, was that of an “‘ elder brother ;”’ our grievance, was 
because of “ bitter reviling ;” and we called upon her, either to 
obtain for us a disavowal of the impious statement, or to main- 
tain publicly ‘‘ the more charitable, more scriptural, and more 
rational faith” which we believe isin her.—Our commission was 
By one “grateful for the privilege.”” Our letter to 
her, signed ‘‘ Jacob,” was published in the May number of her 
magazine ; and, by way of commentary, was appended more of 
personal commendation than we could venture either to appro- 
priate or give currency to: but her testimony to the uses of a 
national Jewish press, was quoted at apy in No. 46, p. 165. 
She, likewise, publicly called upon Mr. M‘Neile, to ‘explain 


‘‘ whatever, from the unavoidable imperfection of a public re 
‘ port, may have been made to appear harsh or unjust toward, 
She goes on to say,—‘‘ The term ‘ idolators. 
‘‘ must hope, Mr. M‘Neile did not use : no word can be he 
‘‘ hateful to an Israelite: no reproach so irritating e &% 
‘““We do hope that our dear brother will either retract th, 
‘‘ word, or shew that he used it not in the sense commonly at. 
** tached to it.”’ 


It is with deep pain that we have risen from the perusal of , 
letter addressed to ‘‘ Jacob,” by the Rev. Hugh M‘Neile, ;, 
the June number of the ‘‘ Christian Lady’s Magazine ;” for w. 
find the “‘ reproach,” “‘ hateful” and “irritating” though it be 
neither withdrawn nor explained away. We cannot see where. 
fore our assailant should not rest content with addressing the 
Ed. of that magazine,—for our own letter was to her only, en. 
joining upon her pen the repudiation of a cruel calumny against 
those whom she loves. This last cartel, undertakes to justify and 
direct the attack, and is accompanied by a challenge to discuss 
various other doctrinal differences ; hence, it becomes a formal 
throwing of the gauntlet at our very feet. Let us observe the 
established code in such “ affairs.” Let our mutual “ friends” 
act on our behalf; and though we ourselves desire amity with 
our neighbour, yet, if this rash man will brave the conse. 
quences, if his friends do not counsel discretion to bate his 
valour, or bind him to keep the peace, some one from our ranks 
can scarcely be restrained from giving him a meeting. The next 
consideration is—where 2? Our own columns are not available: 
(we have explained wherefore) and, moreover, our own proper 
readers are already nauseated with polemics upon topics long 
since settled in their own minds. The ‘** Lady’s Magazine” is 
not a fitting arena for a combat so serious and so sad in its imme. 
diate results. The most suitable field is the organ of Mr. M‘Neile’s 
own (Conversion) party,—the so-called ‘* Jewish Intelligence, 
‘* and monthly account of the proceedings of the London Society 
“for Promoting Christianity amongst the Jews.” | True, this 
is to adventure into the opposing camp; but if the contest = 
not be averted, so be it,—and Heaven help the right! Wit 
suitable preliminaries, a fair field and lawful weapons may 
be determined ; and then, upon the Conversion Society and its 
own champions, will rest the sole responsibility of provoking 
and disseminating—a Jew’s reasons for rejecting Christianity. 

Those Christians who have read, or will read, in our columns, 
the frequently expressed and explained desire to decline such 
a controversy, will not charge us or our substitute, with the u- 
settling of their hopes ; while the first to feel the consequences, 
will be the readers of the ‘‘ Conversion Magazine,” whose 
‘“‘way and manner” of seeking to swamp Israel, or betray his 
stragglers into apostacy, will have brought their society into 4 
position which they would now fear even to contemplate. — 
need, however, another shall do the battle; as for our immediate 
pen, it has been and shall be devoted rather to the task of promo- 
ting peace and fraternal harmony. Jews and Gentiles both, have 
a great work in the allotted destinies of mankind,—a work, which 
the Almighty has declared they shall accomplish in unison. Be 
it then our own more grateful office, to view the question a 
issue between Judaism and Christianity, as one not necessarily 
hostile ; to point out that common ground on which both creeds 
meet, and upon which their respective professors may oper 
in parallels, for the good of both, and of all; content to leave 
the barrier which the Omniscient Father of all has thus long 
permitted to stand, to be struck down at His good time, an¢ ° 
a revelation for which all alike are waiting.—We will te# 
this subject in an early number: meanwhile, we prefer to use 
own earlier publication, before waiting for the July number 0 
the Magazine,” in order to call upon those 
nisters and others, who recognise Israel’s faithfulness 0 ' ‘ 
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and who see the endur! 
character of His covenant, as in the Mosaic law,—to Sti! h 
forth in defence of those truths, and to use the channels whic 
may be available to them respectively, in order to remove a 
stumbling blocks in the path of God’s people. Is it fit that mu 
leave the brunt of the contest to a woman, armed thoug ie 
be, in honesty and zeal? True, she promises to prepare 


> 
| 
‘ee 
a 
| 
ak 
x 
| 
| 
| 
é 
: 
ue? 
* 
| | 
| 
| 
| 


defences, as against even the Bishop of Jerusalem and “ many 
batteries; but, though “ her fortifications ’’ can well resist the 
heaviest metal of our common adversary, yet, the “ foundation” 
may be undermined. We find that she detects all the pretti- 
ness in Mr. M‘Neile’s figure,—that her eye has been dazzled by 
«the halo derived from the predicted glories of the Zion;” 
but her woman’s ear drinks in the soft speech which, (as he 
avows) in “ giving up the word, (idolaters,) does not alter the 
state of the case,” nor abate the “‘ hatefulness” of the imputation. 


“Mr. M‘Neile is a distinguished orator, and in the pride of his 
wers, he ventures to say,—that had we been present during 
the delivery of his speech, we ‘‘ would have fel¢ Shatin“ We 
happen to have escaped the seduction of such eloquence, and 
can therefore only smile at the eagerness and sincerity with 
which the lady congratulates herself and every body, upon the 
accomplished suavity of manner, the polished courtesy of style, 
with which our assailant insists that we Jews are—what he said 
before! To common-place people, who would fain preserve 
the custody of their own purses, it matters little, in the end, 
whether they be rudely snatched by a Turpin, or insinuatingly 


abstracted by a Duval; we say, in the end, for we are by no 


means indifferent to the immediate advantages of politeness in 
a contest. And this brings us to Mr. M‘Neile’s appeal to 
our “ candour and good feeling” to retract the expression 
“bitter reviling,”’ as applied to his charge against us of idolatry. 
We have referred to Crabb, as to the aptness of the expression, 
and find that ‘‘ reviling’’ is seeking to make a person vile, even 
in his own eyes: such being moreover declared ‘contrary to all 
Christian duty ;’’—still, we must not be outdone in courtesy, 
so, although ‘‘ giving up the word does not alter the state 
ofthe case, &c.”"” - 

His plea for resorting to an aspersion so “ hateful and 
irritating,” (these expressions at least must be parliamentary, 
for the lady uses them,) is whimsical enough in our judg- 
ment: he says, ‘‘I was addressing an assembly of Christians 
“convened for the purpose of forwarding the promotion of 
“ Christianity among the Jews; that is, for the purpose of 
doing to the Jews, what we think is the greatest possible good 
“that can be done to any people. To urge my brethren 
‘forward in this good work, both with their money—(some- 
how we always stumble at this first munition of conversion 
tactics)and prayers * * *”-——Would not the same argument 
justify the stabbing of our persons, as well as our reputations ? 
This sort of excuse for injury, is analogous to that of Martin for 
the firing of York Minster; but his conviction that it was 
“the greatest possible good” for the church, would have 


availed him little with the judge, had it not been ruled, that as 
fanatic he was an agent. Mr. M‘Neile talks of 


“the love he bears our house,”—now the profession is easy to 
make; but, as in Hotspur’s case, it might have been more 
proved ;—let him too, beware the lady’s fan.” 
By the way, his magnanimity in offering to forgive those who 
are aggrieved, is only another proof how hard it is for the 
offending party to be conciliated. He has written another letter 
on the subject; in this case, it is to the lady, saying to us, ‘I 

© not ask you to read it:”°—but the same inquisitive spirit, 
which set us searching the Christian scriptures in our childhood, 
(though advised to leave that portion of the family bible for our 
riper judgment,) has again tempted us to read and digest all 
that Mr. M‘Neile could say in defence of his original charge.— 


Is what we find there indeed Christianity? Ifso, God preserve 


us and ours from the necessity of believing and teaching,—that 
ions who never heard of the gospel, that our pious, and 
s0metimes martyred ancestry, nay, our parents, families, friends, 
rim all who live to God, but have not notions of his essence 
entical with some or other of certain conflicting theories, 
openly called * mysterious,” must be damned in eternity! 


th ~~ os is trenching on the ground we would avoid: enough, 


is mercy endureth for ever;” and that whatever the effi- 
horde ;2 man’s own works, or the validity of his own faith, it is 

ot the belief of another mortal, by which he is judged before 
ow heartily do we say amen 
Contemporary’s pious aspiration, ‘‘ that in whatsoever 


© irone of that Eternal mercy. 
our 
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“‘ she may err from the pure and perfect truth, the Lord will 
“* convince her, and prevent her misleading other persons; and 
that in whatever she is right, she may be strengthened, 
** confirmed, and enabled to satisfy others.” 


Since the above was written, we find,—by the report of pro- 
ceedings in Exeter-hall, at the anniversary meeting of the 
Conversion Society,—that an important member, the fev. £. 
Tottenham, without, as we suppose, any notion of how his rev. 
colleague at Liverpool was contending for the exact pg 
declared in his speech concerning us, the Jews, that—‘‘ in the 
present day, and since their dispersion, no nation has been 
more opposed to idolatry than they have been.’’—It would be 
easy to call upon many enlightened Christians, by name, to 
stand forth and disprove Mr. M'Neile’s hateful,’’ irritating”’ 
calumny; but we leave it, in the first instance, to their own 
sense of duty. Of the Conversion Society itself, however, we 
do demand a direct disavowal of this act of their agent at 
Liverpool. It was out of their monthly ‘ Intelligence” that 
we quoted the testimony in our last mane Sia” the Jews have 
ever held fast to the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.” — 
May He convert and forgive ‘‘ whoso slandereth his neighbour.” 


DISSERTATION ON THE PORTION NW). 
NUMBERS—IV. 


ods “Though God spake but one 
word, yet two things are to be learned from it.” The living word, 
having the same author with nature, bears also the same charac- 
teristics ;—manifold purposes are attained by simple means. 
When art is exerted in order to produce effects, many springs 
must be called into action before the end is attained. How 
many engines, for instance, must concur, how many compli- 
cated constructions are employed, before so little, so mean a 
thing is perfected,as apin! But nature, in keeping together the 
system of a universe, in producing marvellous effects in the 
infinitude of space, requires and employs the fewest and 
simplest means; and yet, how astounding, how varied, and how 
salutary are the phenomena thus produced! Thus, also, is it 
with the living word, traceable as it is to a common origin 
with nature. Few in sounds, but weighty and pregnant with 
lessons, are the revelations of God. ‘Though elicited by, and 
referring to, definite objects, yet have they a collateral bearing 
on other points instructive and useful to man. Let us apply 
this maxim to a passage which we read in the portion of 
this week. ‘‘dnd the Lorp spake unto Moses, saying, 
Speak unto Aaron and unto his sons. On this wise ye shall 
bless the children of Israel, saying unto them. The Lorn bless 
thee and keep thee. The Lorv make his face shine upon thee, 
and be gracious unto thee. The Lorp lift up his countenance 
upon thee, and give thee peace. And they shall put my name 
upon the children of Israel, and I will bless them.’ ‘The main 
import of this passage is simple; yet, how beautiful is it, and 
how rife with objects for salutary reflection! We abstain this 
time from dwelling upon the grand simplicity of the blessing 
itself, and restrict ourselves here, to the consideration of two 
points suggested by the passage collaterally. The first refers to 
prayer, the second to benevolence. | 

Prayer, that wondrous bridge by which frail mortality holds 
communion with its Maker: prayer, that mighty pinion on 
which the spirit of man essays to soar above its earthly prison, 
towards that heavenly home, alike its source and its destination ; 
and drawing thence, an inspiration of fortitude to bear up 
against those deficiencies which pertain to its sojourn here: 
—prayer, as expressive of the sentiment of the moment, must 
necessarily assume the garb proper to its impulse; must 
vary in its expression as the sentiment varies. On this point, 
there is no difference of opinion. But how shall it be with the 
form of those prayers which represent not the feeling of the 
individual, but of the community; not of the passing moment, 
but of all time; not referring to the accidents of an individual 
portion, but to the relations of the whole body? Shall the 
phraseology of such prayers, and all those incidentals generally 
called form, be also left to private judgment and the accidents 
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of the moment?* Let us refer to the passage under comment ; 
perhaps we shall there discover some hint bearing on this 
question. The Almighty desires the priests to pronounce a 
blessing over his people. Such a blessing, referring to the 
whole community, aught certainly to bear all those cha- 
racteristics proper to a public prayer. Men like priests, 
the instructors, the heads of the people, must certainly 


be best acquainted with the wants, with the sentiments of 


the community, and consequently best qualified to give the 
requisite form to any public invocation. The Almighty, how- 
ever, does more than merely enjoin on the priest to invoke His 
blessing upon Israel, or to offer prayers for them,—He prescribes 
the precise form and expression to be employed. And yet, 
these functionaries were doubtless the most enlightened in the 
nation; closely connected as they were with the centre to 
which all tended—the sanctuary of the Lord—still nothing is left 
to their discretion, but they are commanded to use in public 
worship this and no other formulary. The least inference which 
we can draw from such a precedent, thus emanating from 
Supreme wisdom itself, is, that national purposes, as to Divine 
service, are better served by generally acknowledged, fixed 
forms, than by any motley, ever shifting substitute, that ca- 
price or self-sufficiency could prefer. 

It is an observation which we too frequently hear—‘* When 
it is well with me, what need I care for others? Their curse 
will not hurt me, nor their blessing benefit me. Let me there- 
fore principally consult my own advantage, and take that as 
my rule of action.””. We shall not now exhibit how incompatible 
are such sentiments with morality, and even with true expe- 
diency. We cannot now stop to inquire what would be the 
fate of mankind, if such views should become general, become 
the spring of all our actions. We can now but cast a glance 
over that deeply agitated sea, called life, where each individual, 
acting by such a standard, would become a vortex, alluring 
and greedily swallowing into the abyss, whatever comes within 
its reach :—but this we will ask,—are such sentiments scriptural? 
—are they consistent with that code of guidance vouchsafed by 
the Supreme himself to mankind? Another glance on the pas- 
sage under comment, will throw the light upon the poe 
requisite to see it from our point of view. The Almighty de- 
sires the priests, men like ourselves, sharing the same imper- 
fections, subject to the same frailties, errors, and even passions, 
to bless their fellows; and, even more, He promises to 
hear their invocation—p5 93"). God, the All-bountiful, 
makes the blessing pronounced by man, instrumental to his 
granting the boon ;—Can we then be indifferent whether others 
curse or bless our memory? The Almighty says,—care for 
what thy fellows say of thee, whether thy name be coupled in 
their minds with the idea of abhorrence and hatred, or with that 
or respect and attachment :—Who then shall say, the sentiments 
of my neighbour are indifferent to me? Our sages, perceiving 
the close connexion between the sentiments entertained by 
others concerning us, and the station which we occupy in the 
sight of the Almighty, have, centuries ago, in that bright spe- 
cimen of profound wisdom, the Ethics, declared— 

‘In whomsoever the spirit of his fellow creatures delighteth, 

in him hath the spirit of the Omnipresent delight.” 


Let us therefore, lay aside views which, because unscriptural, 
must certainly be pernicious, Let us, on the contrary, in all 
our actions attend in somewise to what others think of us; not 
the wicked or indifferent, but those who, by their nobler feel- 
ings and better actiors, represent the priesthood of mankind. 
Let us care for their blessings, for they will certainly be ful- 
filled. For in this case, the Almighty, as promised, will cer- 
tainly lift up his face unto us; and we shall feel the beneficial 
effects of this blessing in the peace which He will then grant to 


us :—peace with our God, with our neighbour, and with our- 
selves. 


* We most earnestly disavow any particular allusion. The disposition 
to tamper with our ancient prayers has now spread far and ,wide, (as 
proved by our frequent references,) we touch the point now, only because 
the passage before us leads naturally to it. , 
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MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
Great Synagogue Hall.—On Sabbath, 27th May, Mr. p i. 


Ascher delivered a short discourse, as announced, b 


request 
in ourlast number. The room was crowded to exces 


another 


evidence of how widely pea is the desire for spiritual jp. 
| 


struction, The lecturer dwelt principally upon the office of , 
preacher, and the qualifications which that office required, 


Jersey —On Thursday afternoon, at four o’clock, the foyy. 
dation stone of the Jewish Synagogue, now building at Groy¢ 
Place, was laid by Mr. Woolfson, the founder, assisted by 
Mr. Marks, president of the society, in the midst of a larg. 
congregation. Ater this a blessing from above was implored 
by the Bev. Mr. Franklin, and then the congregation repaired 
to their present place of worship for the evening service, op 
which occasion, several liberal donations were given towards the 
building. Afterwards, the whole society met at Mrs. Jewell’s, 
in Hope Street, where they spent the remainder of the evening 
with becoming hilarity—From the ‘ Jersey and Guernsey 
News,’ 200th Maye 

Our Spiritual Guidance.—The reply to pons, in our last 
number, inviting him to a friendly discussion of apparent differ. 
ences, has brought a nondescript species of note from the same 
hand, which, instead of exhibiting the “ fraternal spirit,” or a 


self-sustaining sense of upright intention, (and we still hesitate to. 


declare it wanting,) might, by some, be construed as—an attempt 
to slink out of court, even despite his own voluntary appeal “at 
the bar of public opinion.” So to back out, isno more possible, 
than it would be creditable or useful; but as this last missive 
of Aaron’s, has evidently been written inconsiderately, and 
with much heat, we do not place him at such a disadvantage as 
to publish it; meanwhile, we adyise him, in good feeling, to 
supersede it by some letter more worthy of the cause, and of 
his own friends. 


Gentile Opinion of the Synagogue.—Our pious friend of the 


Christian Lady's Magazine, in a recent article entitled “ The 
Synagogue,’ advances some sound views of the character of 
that institution, although incompatible with those apostatizing 
efforts which seek to compass its destruction. In her detail 
of the characteristic features of the synagogue, gleaned appa- 
rently by personal observation, she traces them back to very 
ancient times, coeval with the temple, and with the whole era 
embraced by the Christian scriptures. This God-tfearing 
Gentile lady avows the emotion with which, in the synagogue, 
she has accompanied the recitation of many of our prayers: she 
calls Westminster Abbey ‘‘a toy of yesterday, compared with 
newest, the smallest, Hebrew Synagogue.” —Of the Zuleth, 
she says 

“ The Jew in his fringed garment bent over the roll of the 
Law, long, long before the foundations of the Eternal City were 
traced by the suckling of the wolf: ay, and will he not dqgo 
long after the last vestiges of her polluted grandeur. * * * 


Jews’ Free School.—The annual public examination will take 
place on Sunday morning next, at 12 o’Clock. This is the first 
examination under the improved arrangements ; there 18 to be 
an election of two boys to the myn ayn School. 


FOREIGN AND COLONIAL INTELLIGENCE. 

The Dutch Jews.—Our Dutch brethren, who have hitherto 
appeared so stationary, are now, also, beginning to shew sy le 
toms of animation. Some time back the Rabbi of Z + 
eee) had issued an appeal to his co-religionists for 
ormation of a synod; and though it did not produce the te 
sired effect, yet it has induced the ‘‘ Central Commission for $ 
raelitish affairs” to take a step. This Commission, has Jus 


issued circulars to the several congregations, calling upon am 


to send in reports of the improvements desired, particularly 
such as refer to Divine service. 


In Warsovia, the confirmation of young persons of 0 
sexes had been introduced, and the best hopes are erent 
from the step. We have several times alluded to, and part 
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described, this impressive ceremony, which, far from superseding 
the observances of the my 13 day, rather confirms, and even 
extends it to the other sex. We content ourselves now, with 
simply reporting this extension of the principle, intending to 
do more justice to the subject when the vacant seat of Chief 
Rabbi shall have been filled, and thus an authority instituted 
for the introduction, among us, of so highly useful an institution. 


Intolerance of a Republic—From a petition of the Jews of 
Lengenau (in Argau) we observe, that in republican Switzer- 
land, there are places, in which Jews are not less inhumanly 
treated by the legislature, than in the most absolute monar- 
chies. ‘Thus, for instance, Lucerne and Chur do not 
admit Jews to their fairs; while Zurich and St. Gall subject 
the Swiss Jew to a degrading treatment, which the powerful 
protection of France prevents those Cantons from exercising 


towards the French Jew travelling through them, 


Belgium.—A report of the Vice-president of the Jewish 
Consistory, to the members of the Brussels congregation, men- 
tions, that it is intended to appoint an Inspector-general over 
all the Jewish schools of Belgium. This officer will have it in 
charge, tocarry into effectall improvements which shall be deemed 
requisite. It further appears, from this report, that both the 


‘government and the city authorities of Brussels, continue to 


exhibit towards the Jews that liberality of sentiment, for which 
in modern times they have been distinguished. 


Denmark.—The King has allowed a medical man of the 
Jewish faith, to compete for a vacant medical professorship at the 
University of Copenhagen; so that, should this Israelite prove 
the most competent, his religion will not obstruct his accession 
to the vacant chair. This manifestation of a humane and 
tolerant spirit, is said to be highly approved of by all parties. 

The same government has also issued a very salutary order to 
the congregation of Elmshorn. They are required to send all 
their children to school, from the age of 5 to 15. Negligent 

arents who shall, after repeated admonition on the part of the 
lders, persist in withholding their children from school, are to 
be punished by fine or imprisonment. 


Fanaticism.—The Damascus accusation, deemed possible 
only under the sway of fanatical Mahometans; is, we are sorry 
to find, capable of being entertained in more enlightened 
Europe. The Orient reports, from Bohemia, two cases, in 
which advantage havin Seat taken of the approach of Pass- 
over, (at which festival, hatred and fanaticism assign to the 
Jews a use of blood,) the old charge was trumped up; and but 
for the timely interposition of the magistrates, the mob might 
have proceeded to violence. We abstain from giving the 
tedious details, since such charges resemble each other as one 
egg does another ; whoever has heard one, knows all. 


Lemberg.—W e translate, from a report concerning the Jews 
of this place (in Galicia), the following passage:—‘‘ The Jews 
P of Lemberg are still shut up in their Ghetto; they are still 
_, Prohibited from dwelling in those parts of the city which 
could afford them more ease and more convenient habitations. 
,, 2 mterested antipathy towards the Jews, is constantly 
watching their movements, in fear of their increasing. It as- 
_ gas to them narrow and dark localities, which, from the 
. uperabundance of their population, rather resemble caverns 
_, and disgusting sewers, than comfortable dwelling-houses. 
«OW often was I revolted to see, in one room, in which 
ve hardly a single family could lodge conveniently, three, four, 
., Jay, Sometimes even a greater number of families, pent up to- 
_Sether. It is true, the richer Jews live a little more comfort- 
ably, but the poor are quite borne down, which would 
,, ertainly not be the case if other quarters of the city were 
;, (Pen to them. Thus do self-interestedness, religious hatred, 

and social oppression, everywhere produce the same results.” 


‘ 
‘ 


The reporter, after having detailed the sufferings under which 


Congregation labours, then comforts them by referring to 
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the well-known humanity of the Austrian Government, which, 
as he hopes, will at last mitigate their misery. ) 


The civil position of the Jews at Frankfort-a.-M., a very 
few years back, was indeed a painful one. They were shut up 
every night in the Ghetto, to which their ons tha were re- 
stricted. No Jew, walking on the rampart, was permitted to 
use the footpath; and no more than 14 marriages were allowed 
to be contracted annually. Happily, these and several similar 
enactments are now repealed. 


Gibraltar, 26th May.—On Tuesday, 9th instant, died much 
lamented by his family and friends, Sig. /saac Benoliel, aged 
66 years. As we are informed, he has bequeathed 100 dollars 
per annum for 10 years, to our department of the civil hospi- 
tal; and further, a sum of 200 dollars per annum, for the same 
term, towards our general fund in aid of the poor. 

From No. 4 of the ** Cronica Israelita.”’ 


Australia.—Rosh Hashanah, 5603.—We are indebted to 
a friend, for another number of the ‘‘ Sydney J oice of Jacob,” 
dated 5th Sept. last. The editor, (or compiler, as he modestly 
styles himself,) appears to receive our journal very irregularly, 
for he advertises for some of the intermediate numbers. It is 
with sincere regret that we extract the following announce- 
ment :— 

In sending to press this, the third and the last number of the “‘ Voice of 
Jacob,’ the compiler does so with mingled feelings of complacency 
and bitter disappointment. He sought no pecuniary profit; he expected 
no personal advantage from his undertaking; he declined to receive on 
his own account individual subscriptions, either from those of his own 
(the Israelitish) faith, or from many respectable Christian friends. He 
has been painfully surprised, that his call for authentic, official Synagogue 
support has not been responded to; that a Committee of Management has 
not been appointed, whe could receive subscriptions and controul their 
disbursements. The former numbers, as the present, will be and have 
been gratuitously and extensively distributed, not only amongst the 
Jewish community on this side of the globe, but in England and on the 
continent of Europe. There is no “ truth’ without its qualification ; 
every virtue in extreme becomes a vice. The compiler would be guilty of 
neglect and injustice towards his domestic and social relations, if he 
risked his means, or wasted his zeal and enthusiasm to any greater extent 
than he has done, without an efficient support from his brethren. 


We do not trust ourselves to draw any parallels, or throw off 
any reflections on this painful announcement ; but we must say, 
—it does somewhat surprise us, that our Antipodean collabo- 
rateur should have expected, in so very small and so very scat- 
tered a community, an extent of support which would defray 
even his printing expenses. He has, however, only been before 
his time,—not uncalled for; and while we record our respect 
for, and sympathy with, a devotion which we can well under- 
stand and appreciate, we tender our services, so far as they can 
be rendered available, for the furtherance of the religious inte- 
rests of our brethren in that distant quarter of the world. 

The only local topics necessary to be noticed here, are the fol- 
lowing.—It is announced, that the receipts towards the expense of 
the synagogue in course of erection, will fall short of what is ne- 
cessary, by £2000. It would indeed be a pious labour to aid 
them, as we have urged in former numbers.—lIntelligence had 
been received, of the secession of the Burton-street community. 
It is complained that the censure of the late Chief Rabbi was 
less explicit and instructive than the occasion seemed to call for. 
A hope is expressed, that the elders of the Sydney Synagogue 
would be deemed entitled to an official communication from the 
home authorities. The compiler concludes, with an earnest 
exhortation to his brethren in the colony, to preserve that unity 
essential to their respectability as a religious, moral, and poll- 
tical body ; to seek guidance of constituted authority, and to 
disregard all minor distinctions for the sake of the te prin- 
ciple of brotherly love. The last paragraph, we deem worthy 
of quotation at length, for it is indicative of those high-souled 
aspirations of our distant brother, which, though he may no 
longer re-echo the Voce of home, will still animate him to 
constant, and, with God’s blessing, effective exertions for the 


present and future well-being of our Australasian brethren :— 
In this limited and “ singularly constituted’? community of believers in 
the holy and ancient religion to which they faithfully adhere, it becomes 
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them to look, not only to their own internal economy and spiritual im-_ 


provement, but to the position in which they stand towards those who 
are without. It is within the power of the Australasian Hebrew Com- 
munion, to place themselves, by their exertions and perseverance, on & 
proud eminence, and convince their co-religionists in all parts of the 
world, that even in this part of the globe, however few in number and 
limited in talent, yet a small portion of the ‘‘ House of Jacob will walk 
in the light of the Eternal.” 


Bavaria.—The inimical policy of the Bavarian government 
towards the 50000 Jews in that territory, continues unmitigated: 
indeed, it is pretty well understood, that this inimical spirit may 
be traced to the highest quarters. Disgusted with the petty 
vexations, and other traits of animosity recorded by our 
German contemporaries, we abstain from transcribing them. 


Chief Chazan (Oberkantor) Sulzer, of Vienna, has received 
a gold medal from the grand Duke of Baden, on the presenta- 

Berlin Orthodoxy.—There is a Jewish charitable association 
at Berlin called ** The Friends ;” it has been in existence more 
than half a century, and now includes among its members 
nearly all the élite of that enlightened and influential congrega- 
tion. This association was reproached, and, as some think, not 
without foundation, with a tendency altogether to disregard its 
Jewish character. The more important the place whence such 
an example proceeded, the more pernicious must its effects have 
proved. It affords us, therefore, no little gratification, to ob- 
serve from a report of the recent annual meeting of this society, 
that a different spirit begins to animate its most influential 
members. The warrant of this pleasing inference may be found 
in the following translation of a pacenge extracted from aspeech, 
delivered at the last meeting, by the President of the Society, 
Herr Joseph Lehman. 

‘‘Far from us be the indifferent or so styled philosophical 
standard, in matters of faith! It is only dy listening to the 
heart likewise, and not solely to our sophisticating reason, that 
we are men, in the noble signification of the word; friends, in the 
sense of this society. Itis true, enlightenment has, since 1792, 
been on our banner; not that enlightenment which profanes 
all that is sacred, which laughs at all that is human; but that 


which emancipates itself from prejudice, whilst it warms at the | 


same time our moral sentiments,—that enlightenment, which 
causes us to hail every noble mind as a friend, every progres- 
sing one as a companion. 

‘** Let us remain united in these efforts ; let us be penetrated 
by this idea in all our relations, as well in the family circle, as 
in the business of life; during the silent meditation of the 
heart, as in the devotion of public worship; then shall we 


_ constitute a moral force, which will exact respect from legislative 


powers on the one hand; and, on the other, from those destruc- 
tive sophists, who, together with Judaism, would at the same 
time undermine Christianity. Yes, it is only on the path of 
morality and of honour, that there is success for us; but these 
depend upon unity before all things ; for, in rending asunder 
and in enmity, as notorious in some congregations, lurks the 
germ of demoralization and dissolution.” 

The speak2r, after alluding to that unity of purpose so much 


_ promoted by associations, concludes with the hope,—that the in- 


terchange of ideas afforded by such meetings, will serve as en- 
couragement “‘ to will the good, and to do the best.” 


Aris and Manufactures.—A deputation of the society for 
the promotion of arts and useful trades at Hamburg, presented, 
on the 17th April, the diploma of an honorary member to Herr 
Salomon Heine. This well earned mark of respect had been 
unanimously adjudged to this excellent man; and the deputa- 
tion, in presenting it, expressed the feelings of profound rever. 
ence entertained for Herr Heine, aman ‘ who, indefatigably and 


at all times, in little as well as in great things, had performed 
works of Philanthropy and of Patriotism.” 


Rabbinical Instructic..—The audience at the Talmudical 


lectures delivered at Prague, by Rappaport, continues to in- 
crease; there are already to be found among them, many a 


— 
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young man who might claim with justice a certificate as Rab}. 
‘etna The lectures of Dr. Sachs on the Psalms, begin in 
ay. 

Jouaten, 12th April.—Under this date, we have pleasing jp. 
telligence of the efforts made towards uniting, for general pur. 
poses, the members of both synagogues. The title of the socic 
formed for that object is, ‘* dssociation of the Hebrey Com. 
munity of Jamaica for promoting their Spiritual and Temporal 
Welfare.” The pamphlet containing their rules and proceedin 
is indeed an interesting document. To the members of the 
provisional board of management, every credit is due for the 
zeal and judgment which have directed their proceedings to , 
successful issue. The principles laid down as the basis of , 
constitution for the association, are to be found in the following 
resolutions :— 

“That it is peculiarly incumbent upon every Hebrew commun 
wherever settled, to exert the utmost care not only to preserve their mem. 
bers in the faith of their fathers, but also to maintain the religious unity of 
the nation, by preventing the introduction of schism among them. 

“ That it is likewise their bounden duty to instil into their people a per. 


fect knowledge of their religion—to form their disposition and character— 


and to require from them such conduct as would be in accordance with the 
Divine precepts. 


ity, 


“ That it is equally obligatory upon them, sedulously to watch overand . 


promote the temporal well-being of their members.”’ 


The report of the provisional board, from which we make 
these extracts, traces the necessity for such an association t 
the following causes :— 


During the late eventful years, the Hebrew people have been exposed 
to every. species of external influence, the tendency of which to mislead 
unprepared minds was, no doubt, unperceived by their rulers, or they 


. would not have failed to evince that commensurate vigilance and sound dis- 


cretion, which the complex nature of those influences, and tlie circum. 
— of the period, required them to exercise for the protection of their 
people. 

That oversight has given rise to an unsatisfactory state of things, from 
which the Hebrew community of this island are by no means exempt. If 
they wish, therefore, to arrest the further progress of evils that.all must 
deplore, and to avert the reproach that may attach to them, as a body, for 
evincing less anxiety than any other people on objects conducive to the 
well-being of every society, they cannot too early resort to discreet and 
efficient measures for the spiritual and temporal improvement of thei 
members. 

Existing defects and errors being traceable to the neglect alluded to, it 
would be as unjust as it is inexpedient to visit them with severity. They 
are, on the contrary, entitled not only to be leniently dealt with, but to 
experience parental treatment, for their amendment; as a first step to 
which, the committee urge the necessity of rousing the dormant feelings of 
their brethren, on the subject of their religion, and of the high mission to 
which their nation has been appointed. 

This can be effected only through their becoming acquainted with the 
spirit and requirements of the first, and the motives for their appointment 
to the last; to this end the committee recommend—that sermons and lec- 
tures be delivered in the places of worship—that weekly or semi-monthly 
meetings be held for expounding the Scriptures—and that the press be re- 
sorted to for more widely diffusing this knowledge among them. 


Education is then alluded to, and the prevailing desire for a 
national school, with a just advocacy of “ uniformity in teach- 
ing and inculcating religious principles.” — 

Destined, from their origin, to be an essentially religious people, the ex- 


istence of the Hebrew nation wholly depends on that distinctive character 
being maintained. It becomes handlers self-evident, that religious instruc: 
tion must form the basis of Jewish education. | 

After the expression of truly national sentiments, on the duties 
and capabilities of our race, the report does justice to the claims 
of general literature and science, and goes so far as to desire— 

_ The formation of a literary and scientific institution, having 4 8° 
library attached to it, at which both sexes might assemble weekly, to pass 
their evening in rational -converse—in hearing lectures delivered 4 
papers read—sometimes on sacred, and sometimes on literary and Scie? 
tific subjects. If it be considered how much good would flow, and evil be 
prevented, from the Hebrew youth thus passing their evenings in a ration 
and instructive manner, no sacrifice ought to be deemed too great for pr 
viding the means for carrying this object into effect. 

In reference to the temporal interests of the community, the 
report expatiates upon some duties superior to mere alms- 
giving,—*‘ visiting, consoling, and advising the poor ;” °F, better 
still, the ‘‘ preventing a brother’s bein uced to the necessity 
“‘of seeking and receiving alms.” Our brethren in faith are 
aptly reminded that— | 

In the Divine Laws, the greatest solicitude is displayed to preven! Me 
social position of any Israelite being irretrievably lost—a solicitude foun 
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on the principle, that the misfortune of every individual, is the misfortune 
of the whole community ; and as imprudence, misconduct, or want of intel- 
ligence is most frequently the cause of failure in the various pursuits of 
life, it will be easily perceived, that the measures already propounded, 
would operate to diminish the causes that bring on distress—a potent reason 
for the wealthy, influential, and philanthropic portion of the Hebrew 
community to take an active part in promoting the objects of the associa- 
tion, by their personal attention. 

The civiland political rights enjoyed by the Jews of Jamaica, 
‘there are several in the local parliament, in the magistracy, &c.,) 
are likewise appealed to, as additional claims upon the more 
favorably circumstanced, to watch over and assist their de- 
pendent brethren. We cannot do better, by way of commentary 
upon the scheme of this association, than quote the following 
concluding remark of the report. } 

One of the consequences of which might be, the establishment of a lively 
intercourse between the scattered portions of Israel, whence would arise a 
proper understanding and a unity of will and action for scrupulously 
pursuing the paths leading to the general regeneration and redemption of 
the nation—the moral influence of which might extend far and wide. 

The following is a list of the officers elected to carry out 
these excellent designs. A. A. Lindo, President; Phineas 
Bravo, Treasurer; Benjamin Naar, Hon. Sec.; Revs. M. N. 
Nathan and J. Lopez; Drs. Henriquez and Ashenheim; 
Messrs. J. R..De Cordova, B. A. Franklin, E. Lyons, J. Q. 
Henriquez, M. Sarfaty, Sig. Schloss, 8. Magnus, and D. Lopez. 


Borne.—We translate the following from the biography of 
this great author, in a German paper.* Be it observed, that 
the whole of-the biography is by a Christian pen; the sen- 
timents, therefore, which are here expressed, however unfa- 
vorable, cannot be deemed either partial or exaggerated :— 

“As the position of the Jews in Germany was, and still is, 
it must be an unfortunate circumstance to be born among them. 
Already the sport of the child has its boundary; for what the 
Christian boy, through the innocence of his own heart, does 
not learn to hate and scorn, the hatred and scorn of his parents 
teach him. Fettered by domestic habits, and by religious 
ceremonies for which he wants an elevated conception, (and 
which he moreover disregards, under the cultivation which 
impregnates his mind with Christian elements ; )—excluded from 
the paths into which his Christian playmates and school friends 
strike for their future ;—chained to a society which, from its iso- 
lation, betrays into a glaring one-sidedness, an extravagance of 
direction which the maturer mind soon breaks shrough -—and 
lastly, exposed to those numberless annoyances, whether in ge- 
neral intercourse, or in civil and local relations, which Christians 
permit themselves to exercise towards Jews ;—how deeply 
must all this cut into nobler spirits, leaving wounds behind 
which, as the position of the Jews does not even yet improve, 
can never cicatrize. The Jewish merchant, may perhaps be 
absorbed with the successful progress of his trade; but as for 
the Jewish scholar,—he is consigned to the most melancholy se- 
clusion, together with his grievances. If he have youth, with 
its spurring ambition behind, the whole future is closed against 
him. He has learnt to pluck the fruits of art and science as 
Well as we, but he dare not enjoy them. All the conditions of 
mental culture, are with him the same as with a Christian ;—nay, 
he may, by his scientific attainments, have acquired a higher 
idea of Christianity than is entertained by a Christian scholar ;— 
still does he remain excluded from all activity for the general 
Welfare, and must therefore, confined as he is to his own co- 
religionists, foster a bitterness which might otherwise have re- 
mained altogether foreign to his placable heart. * * *” 


Damascus.—We hear that the Chief Rabbi of Damascus, 
as well as the Brothers Harari, (all liberated captives on that 
atrocious charge in 1840,) have written in terms highly com- 


* He was born at Frankfort-a.-M. in 1786, of Jewish parents. His 
original name was Léb Baruch. He subsequently embraced Christianity ; 
fe as may be proved from very many passages of his writings published 
er his so-styled conversion, the conversion, like most others, was merely 
a pe ; for he always remained in his heart a Jew, employing his pow- 
< pen in the vindication of his oppressed brethren, and scourging there- 

all those who advocated aggression. He died some years since at 
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mendatory of the valuable services rendered to the cause of 
innocence and humanity, by M. Merlato, the consul for 
Austria. The new consul for France, the successor of Count 
ftatti Menton, had received the principal Jewish inhabitants in 
a kind spirit; and as these had exhibited no resentment towards 
their former oppressors, it may be hoped that all is becomin 
restored to the old footing. The English consul, Mr. Wood, 
continues to use his best exertions for the protection of the 
Damascus Jews; and they, in their turn, continue to implore 
blessings on his head. 


_ Jerusalem, 28th April.—We have just been favored with a 
sight of several important communications received by the last 
Eastern mail. Dr. Frankel, the physician, sent out at the ex- 
pense of Sir Moses Montefiore, had arrived on the 11th of 
April, to the great joy of our poor brethren in the Holy Land. 
His reception by the Pacha and the Consuls of England and 
Prussia had been very cordial: the medicines had arrived with 
singularly few casualties, and he had already commenced ope- 
rations. Vaccination had been performed on the day preceding. 
A most extraordinary document is a letter from one of the 
three rabbis (as they were called), whom the missionaries had 
been training for baptism. It is a fearful eaposé of this iniqui- 
tous system; he has escaped from their snares, and makes a 
humiliating confession of the fraud and deception which he had 
been induced to practise, by the temporal allurements held out 
to him.* This document is in Hebrew, and is so argumentative 
and circumstantial, that we strongly recommend that it be 
printed, along with a translation, in order to serve as a beacon to 
others, and as a practical remonstrance against this worse than 
vain expedition. (We, of course, speak of its so-called con- 
version designs alone.) There has been a formal acknowledg- 
ment by the Rabbis in the Holy City, of this new boon conferred 
on its people by that steady seeker of its welfare, Sir Moses 
Afontefiore.—W e have in hand an almanack for the forthcoming 
year 5604, issued from the Montefiore press at Jerusalem. All 
these highly interesting matters have reached us too late for 
further remark in this number; we will do them more justice 
in our next publication. 


THE PRIESTS’ BLESSING. 


This subject being treated in our Dissertation on the portion 
nw, (in another column), we abridge from the book 3>)n 
(by Dr. Hirsch) the following explanation of the ordinance. 


It was the Cohenim, (priests) who, as the intercessors for Israel 
atthe altar, were hateed with the enunciation of this Divine bless- 
ing, and the putting of the holy name of the One Eternal God, 
upon us, His chosen people :—the blessing of Him whose bene- 
ficence pervades all, who alone is the source whence all good 
springeth, and of whom, and whom only, it is permitted to ask 
grace and blessing in-all things. Thus is it ordained that the 
intercessor, as a functionary of the community, shall first be 
exhorted to invoke a blessing ;—the avowal being made, that 
every earthly, as well as every spiritual good, is sought of Him 
alone ;—then will He bless them. It is not the Cohen who 
has power to bless, nor is it he who blesses; but God only. 
True, it is the Cohen who pronounces the form; and to seck it 
through the prescribed medium, is a needful condition; but 
the boon is granted only to him who hopes it from the Almighty 
himself, Let those then who would be blessed of God, ask it 
humbly and with faith: and it is promised, “‘ J will bless 
them.” 

A principal object of this impressive ceremony would appear 
to be, this formal recognition of one only source and dispenser 
of good; and the employment of Cohenim, merely as public func- 
tionaries, called forth to perform an office for the people, and 
therefore possessing no inherent power of conferring that bless- 
ing as from themselves. For instance, it is only in an assembly 
of ten grown male Israelites (Minyan, reckoning the Cohen 
also,) that the blessing maybe pronounced; and then being 


© Vide the notice of a very similar confession, by an Exeter-Hall decoy, 
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specially required, called upon formally by the assembly, in the 
loud appeal—*“ as the word occurs in the service 
by the public reader or tm. Uncalled, the Cohen is not bound 
to pronounce the blessing; but while the »4yay (prayer for re- 
storation of the temple service) is ” shag se aloud, the Cohen 
prepares himself for that sacred office, and keeps his mind fixed 
on his own proper share in the service; in this blessing, as in 
the offering, merely as a minister, an officer of public worship. 
If he have not so prepared himself, and if his attention have not 
been duly fixed on the »yay, he must not pronounce the bless- 
ing; for it might else seem as if he blessed of his own accord, 
or by virtue of some capability vested in himself. He must 
perform the office with arms raised, and hands inclined some- 
what towards the earth; standing, and with a loud voice; only 
in the prescribed words of the Zorah, and those words in their 
turn also prescribed, or expressed beforehand by some one of 
the congregation; wherever possible, that one not being a Cohen. 
As every word is thus singly and progressively enunciated, the 
Cohenim repeat it, and it remains for the congregation to listen 
with devotion, and to appropriate the blessing so pronounced 
with a fervent ‘‘ Amen”. after each of the three sentences; not 
looking to the Cohenim meanwhile, but abstracting the mind 
from external objects, and fixing it on God, the sole dispenser 
of blessings ; the eyes being cast down in humility and prayer- 
ful trust. 

Let us now examine the expression of the blessing—‘‘ The 
Lorn bless thee and preserve thee.” ‘The Eternal, and He 
alone, can bless thee; for all is m His hand, and He only can 
grant. He alone can preserve thee; can preserve thee from 
thyself; can preserve thee from others ; can preserve thee in 
the hour when the bond is dissolved which links thee to the 
goods of this life. He will preserve thy person and thy pro- 
perty, that they, which are so transitory, shall not vanish at 
once ; that evil fasten not upon them; he will preserve thee, 
that thou thyself do not destroy them in the illusion of thy 
passions; preserve thee with them, and when parted from 
them ; preserve thee here, and there; now, and for ever. 

‘* The Lory make His face shine upon thee, and be gracious 
unto thee.’—What avails the pleasures of the world, the 
gratifications of sense, even though granted to thee, if thou look 
not up to Him to whom thou owest all; if thou seek not to 
perform His will ? And how shall that will be known, except in 
the study of it, as it is revealed;—as thou art permitted to 
know Him;—as His face shines upon thee, and thou implorest 
grace to learn and to obey? His revelation has shone upon 
oor and thus mayest thou be graciously admitted at His 
shrine. 

“ The Lorn lift up His countenance upon thee, and give thee 
peace.” —And when thus enlightened, thou standest up girded 
to employ all the gifts of His love, as meaus to the fulfilling of 
His will, and His will only,—what canst thou, in thy human 
impotence, towards so high an undertaking; what is thy single 

ower in aid of the good and just, when the world resists both ? 
t is His countenance which is elevated for thee; the ways of 
His providence are manifested to thee; so that all which thou 
essayest in His honour, be it little or great, shall bear holy 
fruit.—‘* and give thee peace” in those endeavours, and 
through them, so that the world have peace. 

It is only with conceptions elevated above our transitory 
state, that either Cohen or congregation is competent to 
pronounce this blessing, to receive it, or to lay it toheart. And 
although it was originally the custom for the Cohenim to 
perform this office every day, in Shachariss, in Mussof, and in 
the ’tloh services; and also on ordinary fast days (when there 
is no NV’iloh,) in the Mincha services, we, nevertheless, now 
venture, in the sad state of our times, to restrict this mind-and- 
spirit-elevating ceremony to festival days; and it isonly on Yaum- 
tob, and during the reader's repetition of the A/wssof, that the 
Cohenim perform this office. 

It has been the custom, that the Cohenim should wash their 
hands before entering on their sacred functions, and the 


practice still obtains; the Leviyim (Levites) ministering to | 


them in that preliminary, now, as in the days of the temple. In 


VOICE OF JACOB. 


the absence of Leviyim, the Bechurim (first-born males) wait 
upon the Cohenim. The Cohenim have an appointed form o¢ 
thanksgiving to God, for the privilege of this sacred function o¢ 
pronouncing this blessing on His people; and they repeat i: 
aloud on the steps of the Hechal (ark).—For further informa. 
tion, see 128—130. 


HISTORICAL—from the “* 4. Z. d. J.” 


A remarkable example of a congregation of Onessim, oy 
constrained Jews, is the following. When the number of 
Portuguese Jews at Bordeaux had much increased, the merchant. 
guild obtained a decree of proscription against all that had 
not been established there ten years. Such of them as wer 
sent back to. Bayonne, were driven thence also, by an edict of 
Henry 4th, and they settled at St. Esprit. Here they secretly 
established two synagogues. Notwithstanding these syna. 
gogues, they were not known as Jews, but passed for Spanish 
and Portuguese merchants. They permitted their children to 
be baptised, and their marriages to be performed by the 
Catholic Priests; and it was not until 1686, that they. discon. 
tinued the first, and about 1705, the last. At this period, 
they avowed themselves Jews; and in 1710, they consecrated 
their principal synagogue ; thus, after a full century, appearing 
again as Jews. 

It was in the year 1565, that the great congregation of Metz, 
was re-established ; the Jews having obtained permission, for 
200 dollars per annum, to settle there once more. 


NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Gibraltar.—We are thankful for Nos. 2 3 and 4 of the “ Cronice 
Israelita,’’ and especially for the friendly spirit of its Editor’s private 
letter. It will really give us pleasure to take the names of subscribers to 
this interesting publication. 


M. I.—On the importance of the crisis,—and upon the coming glories of 
Zion,—is rather too enthusiastic concerning our own influence and op- 
portunities. We are neither unmindful, nor passive, towards our “ father- 
land.”” Can he help us to enlist ‘“‘ every Jewish institution in Europe, 
as “hearers of the Voice of Jacob,” if we consent to render it transmis- 
sable, free, by the British post >—We have another letter from “ Watch, 
on the same subject. | 


F. W. Rolfe.—It is intended clearly to indicate supplied words, in the 
corrected translation of the Bible. | 


Our acknowledgments of the favours of other correspondents, are neces- 
sarily postponed until next number. 


NOTICES FOR THE ENSUING FORTNIGHT. 


Sabb. 10th June 12th Sivan—Portion for the week Kw 


TO ADVERTISERS. 


The widely extended, and in some respects, peculiar circula- 
tion of this paper, renders it an eligible medium of communi- 
cation for Advertisers; and, occasionally, to quarters not 
otherwise accessible. The charges are 3s. 6d. for 6 lines, and 
6d. per 2 lines extra. No advertisements can be inserted unless 


paid in advance, and left, before 2 o’Clock on the Tuesday of 


the weck of publication, at the Office 27, Camomile Street. 
—Orders otherwise transmitted cannot be attended to. 


WANTED, by a respectable person of the Jewish persuasion, 


a situation as Lady’s Maid; she can have twelve months character from 
her present situation. Address to A. L., 25, Bermondsey, New Road. 


OTICE TO THE PUBLIC.—Saul Myers, begs to inform 


the gentlemen of the Jewish persuasion, that his spacious Dining pang 
are now open for their reception ; and he trusts, by strict attention to business, 
ensure their patronage. 


17, Cornhill, opposite the Royal Exchange, 


London: Printed for Mr. Franxurn, by E. Varry, 27, Camomile ng 
Bishopsgate. Published by B. Sreri1, Paternoster Row; apn 
had of the Printer; of Reynoups, Church Row, Aldgate; of Baxt™, 


all Booksellers and Newsmen. 


Brydges Street, Covent Garden; of Levy, 34, Norton Folgate, and of 
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